only possible for a single genus or even species, and it is about one species that Professor Elek has written this large book, which concludes with a bibliography occupying 188 pages. It is perhaps for this stupendous compilation of references that the book will be most valued: anyone seeking information on an obscure point will not only find it dealt with in the text, but can then refer to original sources. From an interesting historical survey, the author proceeds to consider morphology, metabolism, ecology, the formation of toxins and other products, the difficult problems of virulence and immunity, susceptibility to physical and chemical agents and to antibiotics, and finally clinical problems of staphylococcal infection, with special reference to the kind of hospital infection which is now so complex and serious a problem. In the efforts in which so many are now engaged to tackle a form of infection which seems to defy control, whether hygienic or along the paths of immunization or chemotherapy, study of this book may suggest new lines of approach, or-perhaps more probably-save the reader wasted effort by informing him that his bright original idea was exploited and found wanting by someone else years ago. There are many excellent illustrations: some of their legends (e.g. those of Figs. 7, 8 and 40) are not sufficiently explanatory. The only criticism that might be offered of the text as a whole is that the author too often withholds his own judgment on disputed questions. Every enterprising bacteriologist should have facilities for consulting this monumental work. 1958. This is essentially a practical manual on blood grouping for those engaged in such work, but it also covers in a sensible way some of the theory behind the procedures. The book begins with a useful chapter, which is not too elaborate, on antigens and antibodies in general, and then proceeds to a description of the various methods used in agglutination tests. Other chapters cover the causes of false results in agglutination tests (a very valuable chapter), the antiglobulin test, the identification of atypical antibodies, and the individual blood-group antigens which are discussed in reasonable detail. A chapter on the organisation of large-scale blood grouping is a useful inclusion. Many of the chapters are made much more easy to follow than would be expected by the addition of appropriate case histories which serve as practical examples of many problems; there are also some good illustrations. This book should prove excellent value for those involved in routine blood grouping, and a valuable source of references on the subject. 1958. The author paints the case against coffee and caffeine in gloomy colours. Despite the heavy consumption of such drinks really valid evidence is not so very large. Nevertheless one is relieved to find that they constitute a smaller evil than either nicotine or alcohol. Most of the references are to pre-war work but he draws attention to the paucity of our knowledge of the real effects of the caffeine-containing cold soft drinks. The translation is adequate but the case is probably spoiled by over-emphasis. Lesions of the Lower Bowel. By Raymond J. Jackman, M.D., M.S. (Pp. xxxvii+347; illustrated. £5 17s. 6d.) Springfield, Ill.: Charles C. Thomas. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1958. "Lesions of the Lower Bowel", by R. J. Jackman of the Mayo Clinic, is an attractive book, whose purpose is to convince readers that almost two-thirds of lesions of the entire large intestine occur in the distal part and are easily diagnosed by proctoscopy (sigmoidoscopy) before resorting to an X-ray. Further, sigmoidoscopy gives good evidence of lesions higher in the alimentary tract.
The author has achieved his objective. The book consists of 29 chapters with 333 pages of reading, 56 figures and 75 coloured plates.
The arrangement is unusual being on a clinical rather than a pathological basis, but a wealth of
